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As we end what has been, to say the least, a challenging year for us all, it is now time to reflect on 

the last 12 months and look forward hopefully to a positive year ahead. Tormarton Parish Council 

(PC) currently has a full set of members, and we have managed to hold a council meeting every 

month and operate all the way through the lockdowns and restrictions that have been imposed on 

us. However, we are still looking for volunteers to work with the PC and champion committees that 

strive to improve parish life, and hopefully become the Tormarton Parish Councillors of tomorrow! 

 

Financially the Parish is in an encouraging position. We have a healthy, albeit modest, set of 

reserves, both earmarked and general, and we are happy to be able to continue with a balanced 

budget into the 2021/2022 financial year. That is not to say that there have not been financial 

challenges along the way. Like those in many parishes, during lockdown our community groups were 

presented with some unique challenges regarding funding. The temporary closure of the Village Hall, 

the cessation of activities at the Playing Fields, and the spread of Ash Die Back disease, which forced 

felling of so many of our beautiful trees, are just a few of examples of challenges that these groups 

faced. However, with true blitz spirit our community groups rallied, potential funders were chased, 

grants applied for, and well, everyone has come out on the other side. It would be remis of me if, at 

this point, I did not acknowledge the contribution that South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) have 

made with around £30,000 of funding that they have provided for our community groups during the 

last year. I know that SGC has come under criticism in the past, but I think we can all agree that our 

local organisations would have been in a far more difficult position without their help during the last 

year. Unfortunately, some of the planned traffic projects, such as the relining of the roads, no 

parking zone and keep clear markings at the Church Road bus stop, and the traffic review have not 

taken place as planned.  Obviously the COVID-19 pandemic is mostly to blame for this, with its effect 

on manpower and necessary changes to the SGC priority list. However, we are assured by SGC that 

these are only delayed and not cancelled, so hopefully we will see some work taking place soon. The 

funding is in place for the proposed purchase of our own Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) and once the 

consultation with parishioners is complete, and the project agreed, we would then hope to proceed 

this coming summer. As well as providing a deterrent and warning to drivers when they are 

speeding, these signs also collect data on the volume of traffic and the prevalence of speeding in 

both West Littleton and Tormarton, which will strengthen our case for SGC to act in managing 

known blackspots.  

 

Other highways work that has taken place during 2020 includes new signage and road repairs in 

West Littleton that was championed by Councillor Poole. There are of course some traffic related 

issues that remain unresolved, either because a consensus is yet to be reached either by ourselves 

and SGC, or we are yet to find a solution which is palatable enough for the residents to support. 

Anti-social parking in the village is one such example of this. No one wants double yellow lines 

through the village, a parking permit scheme would cost the residents money, and the Parish Council  

has no right to enforce parking regulations anyway. The obvious answer is to reopen the car park to 

the south of junction 18 for use as a local car share site, which would certainly help, and is 

something we still lobby for at every opportunity. 

 

A View From The Chair: Cllr Simon Stevens 
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Without doubt the most time-consuming items on the Parish Councils agenda, and the ones that 

generate by far the most correspondence, are planning matters. To address this, we requested that 

SGC’s planning department take steps to engage with the community and try and find ways to 

improve their understanding of the needs of our parish as well as helping our parishioners 

understand the planning process and what it requires from them. To that end, SGC’s Head of 

Planning Brian Glasson has now agreed to come to our Parish in June or July to meet with 

parishioners and give a talk on how we can all better engage with each other regarding the planning 

process. 

 

Understandably, with the very necessary lockdown, Parish events have been a bit thin on the ground 

over the last year, but you all managed to come together with an amazing zeal at the few 

opportunities we did have. First in May and then again at Christmas showing that in Tormarton and 

West Littleton the show really does go on. I would personally like to thank Roy and the staff at The 

Major’s Retreat for making both of those events possible, and for providing a valuable service in 

whatever way they could through this difficult year. I would also like to thank Sally and the members 

of the Church community who made an invaluable contribution to those series of events. To the 

Parish Council events like these are vitally important for a healthy parish life, as not only do they 

encourage us all to meet socially, but they also allow residents to share ideas and concerns with 

each other. These ideas and concerns then get shared with us and create the foundations of our 

future plans. Let’s hope that with COVID-19 now on the back foot we can look forward to supporting 

even more events in 2021, which will help us to further support the needs of our two fabulous 

villages. 

 

I do have one special thank you I would like to make on behalf of the Parish Council, and that is to 

Noreen Finnamore, who had the fantastic idea of starting a community WhatsApp group at the start 

of the very first lockdown back in April 2020. Although it was initially set up for the purpose of 

helping residents through those difficult days of the lockdown, especially those isolating and having 

to personally shield, over the last year it really has become much more than that. It has since 

become a valuable tool for our community, allowing us to engage with each other far more rapidly 

when help is required. The group provides a speedy way to seek advice, share social 

announcements, and disseminate important information through our local community. So, Noreen, 

thank you for providing the spark that kindled a spirit of online connectivity that will hopefully last 

long beyond the pandemic that made it necessary. 

 

To finish I would like to thank our SGC Council representatives, Stephen Reade and Ben Stokes for 

their work supporting us as a Parish Council, and of course our team of Parish Councillors, Katy 

Poole, Janet Wells, Nick Davis, and Paul Gabb, for giving their time freely to help make the Parish a 

better place, and our Parish Clerk Jack Turner for keeping the wheels turning and making sure we 

don’t end up on YouTube! 

 

Cllr. Simon Stevens 
Chairman to Tormarton Parish Council. 

 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


