
 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of Tormarton Parish Council 

clerk@tormarton-pc.gov.uk 

 

 

Dear Parishioner 

The Parish Council has been made aware that a question has been raised asking why the PC 

proportion of the council tax (Precept) has been raised when it has not been raised for many years? 

The Parish Council’s response to this question is as follows.  

“In August 2019 a request was received to review the Clerk’s salary. It was unanimously agreed that 

a benchmarking exercise should be carried out by our local council association ALCA to review what 

a fair salary would be. When we  received the feedback from ALCA  it was apparent that the Clerk’s 

salary would need to be increased considerably for the 2020/21 financial year to bring it in line with 

other clerk’s salaries managing similar sized parishes and that additional hours per month were 

required to handle the increased workload of the Parish Council. As the proposed increased salary 

would consume most of our existing Precept, parish councillors were asked to review how our 

Precept compared to villages of a similar size.  Their conclusion was that our Precept was very low in 

comparison to parishes of a similar size in the region. At our meeting on the 6th January, the budget 

was debated in full, with the only large increase in budgetary provision being that of the clerk’s 

salary. It was motioned (and recommended by our representative for the unitary authority) to 

produce a balanced budget for 2020/21 financial year. This was voted on by the parish councillors 

who unanimously approved the motion. As the only paid member of the Parish Council, the Parish 

Clerk is ultimately responsible for the day to day management of the council’s business and finances, 

and is therefore an invaluable asset to the local community, it is only right that we pay him or her a 

fair wage for their work. Although the increase will raise little or no additional funding for the year 

2020/21, you will be pleased to know that we do have some funds held in reserve that we can use 

for local works, local organisations in the form of grants, and importantly to help provide support in 

times of emergency. As always, we welcome and encourage parishioners to attend our council 

meetings (virtual or otherwise) and would like to remind residents that we still have a vacancy on 

the council. So if you would like to be part of the decision making processes that will help shape life 

in Tormarton and West Littleton in the future then please get in touch.” 

Yours sincerely 

Jack Turner 

 

Clerk, Tormarton Parish Council 


