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The minutes of the Meeting of Tormarton Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st February 2021 at 

19:30 via a virtual meeting link. 

Councillors: Cllr Simon Stevens (Chairman), Cllr Katy Pool, Cllr Nick Davis and Cllr Janet Wells (19:32). 

In Attendance: Jack Turner (Parish Clerk and RFO), Cllr Ben Stokes (District Councillor) and Cllr 

Stephen Reade (District Councillor). 

Absent: Cllr Paul Gabb. 

Members of the Public: Two. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 1. Overview from Neil Howat, Planning Enforcement Officer, South 

Gloucestershire Council, regarding the compliance and enforcement of conditions relating to 

application number PK17/2008/F, Norley Lane, Tormarton, followed by a formal question and 

answers session. 

The Chairman welcomed Neil Howat to the meeting to provide an overview on some issues that 

have arisen on the Norley Lane Site. Neil had visited the site and spent a number of hours there, 

reviewing the site and its compliance with the planning conditions. It was confirmed that the static 

caravan would be gone by 13th February 2021. Neil stated that the general layout of the site was in 

accordance with what was approved, with a few tolerances which were acceptable to Neil. The 

driveway and hardstanding had not been finished but there is a permeable surface there at present. 

On the issue of the fence, the height is 1.5m and Neil expressed that he had no problem with that as 

it would be eventually screened. Neil confirmed that the posts would be cut down to 1.2m. The soft 

landscaping at the site had not been done at all and the wrong species of plant had been bought and 

possibly installed. The gates are the correct height in the middle but they are still above, on each 

side, what has been approved. Neil confirmed it would be up to the resident to put in a planning 

application to vary what had been agreed with respects to the gate. The lighting had not been 

approved and Neil confirmed he was waiting for the lighting specifications. The resident could 

discharge the application under condition 11 but in Neil’s opinion it was unlikely to be approved. 

Neil has asked South Gloucestershire Council’s street light team to assist. Neil stated that the skips 

were a clear breach of condition five and the resident has been told to remove them. Neil confirmed 

that he had seen the wired fencing, when asked by Cllr J Wells, and that Neil would ensure that 

posts are cut down to the correct height. Neil confirmed that if fence panels were installed then 

enforcement action would be taken.  

 

A resident raised the point that there was no existing fence on the site historically and asked for 

timescales on when the caravan had to removed by. Neil confirmed that if there is no explanation on 

why the caravan was still on the site then enforcement action could be taken. Neil stated that 

COVID-19 has made it harder but understands that there is a limit to being unreasonable. South 

Gloucestershire Council would seek to prosecute rather than remove the caravan forcibly if a breach 

kept re-occurring.  

 

A resident raised the point on the soft landscaping and the fact that it was very behind on the 

timescale set out in the original planning. Neil stated that he would check what is a reasonable 

expectation for planting and hoped that there would be plants in the ground by mid-spring.  

 

The Chairman thanked Neil for attending and the residents for raising their concerns. Neil Howat left 

the meeting. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 2. To receive any questions from the members of public present. 
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None received. 

 

 

01/02/2021 – No 3. To consider the apologies for absence and decide whether to accept them. 

None received. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 4. Declaration of Interest. 

The Chairman stated that any member having a disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be 

discussed should declare it during the meeting as specified in the Code of Conduct required by the 

Localism Act 2011 Section 27 and should leave the room while the matter was discussed. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 5. To Approve the Minutes of the Meeting of Tormarton Parish Council held on 

7th January 2021 and to note any issues. 

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record with 

the following addendums:  

- Item 13C – ‘New sections of the wall need protection’ 

- Item 14b ‘Silt’ to replace ‘Silk’ 

 

01/02/2021 – No 6. To receive any reports from South Gloucestershire Council Councillors. 

Cllr S Reade provided an update. He updated members on the SPD, supplementary planning 

document. This is the guidance document on planning that was out for consultation. The Parish 

Councillors stated that they had not seen this and the Parish Clerk would look back through the 

emails to check it wasn’t missed and feedback to Cllr S Reade. Cllr B Stokes provided an update on 

the latest COVID-19 statistics for South Gloucestershire. Cllr B Stokes also stated that there was MAF 

funding still available.   

 

01/02/2021 – No 7. To receive the Parish Clerk’s report for January 2021 

The Council received the report and were updated on actions. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 8. Tormarton Parish Council Finance: 

a) To note the position of the Two Bank Accounts: 

As of 1st February, the positions of the accounts were: 

Current Bank Account - £4624.41 

Business Reserve Account - £10,878.56 

 

b) To receive the bank reconciliation and bank statements for January. 

The council received the bank reconciliation and they were accepted as a true record. 

 

c) To note the income, expenditure and monthly accounts reports for January 

Noted. Cllr S Stevens stated that he wanted to ensure the money that was budgeted for this year 

had been used.  

 

d) To receive the expenditure report and authorise payments.  

There were no payments to authorise. 
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01/02/2021 – No 9. To consider any planning applications received: 

a) P21/00273/TCA | Works to crown reduce 2 no. Horse Chestnut trees by 2m over the road on 

selected elongated limbs with a 10% crown thin. Both trees situated within the Tormarton 

conservation area. | Glebe Farm High Street Tormarton South Gloucestershire GL9 1HZ. 

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to not raise any objection to this application.  

 

01/02/2021 – No 10. To consider Tormarton Parish Council’s response in relation to South 

Gloucestershire Council’s Consultation on the Local Plan 2020. 

Cllr K Pool circulated the draft response prior to the meeting via email. Cllr J Wells said that she 

would send some comments back to Cllr K Pool to add into the drafted response. It was suggested 

that the response should be circulated to all parishioners for feedback.  

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to amend the response via email before sending around to all 

parishioners for comment. When comments are in, the response will be looked at and then 

submitted to South Gloucestershire Council.  It was further resolved to include in the response a line 

that echoes that Lower Lapdown Farm is a small industrial hub. The Clerk confirmed he could print 

the documents for circulation.  

 

01/02/2021 – No 11. To consider a response to the works carried out to the entrance at Old 

Hundred Lane. 

The Councillors received the email from Alex Hemming at South Gloucestershire Council.  

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed that Cllr S Stevens would draft a response stating the Parish 

Council’s dissatisfaction at the process that has been followed and ask what action the enforcement 

team will be taking about the serious breaches of planning conditions. It was further resolved that 

the image of the collapsed wall be attached to the email response. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 12. To discuss the protection for the Norley Lane Wall and agree to bring to the 

attention of South Gloucestershire Council. 

Cllr J Wells spoke on this item. There were concerns that there were no proper passing points and 

that the posts needed renewing in order to protect this wall. 

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed that Cllr J Wells would contact Chris Harris at South 

Gloucestershire Council. Cllr S Stevens would supply Cllr J Wells with the contact details.     

 

01/02/2021 – No 13. To receive the A46 Tormarton - Road Safety Scheme consultation feedback 

report from South Gloucestershire Council. 

The Council received the report from South Gloucestershire Council. There was much discussion 

over the report and what the recommendations were.  

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk should write back to South Gloucestershire 

Council and state that it is impossible for large lorries to turn right at the junction and ask them if the 

island at the end of Acton Turville road can be considered. It was further resolved to reiterate about 

the traffic lights to ensure that it is not taken off the agenda completely and to reiterate about the 

cancelling of signals. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 14. To consider the street lighting in West Littleton and agree any actions. 

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to ask South Gloucestershire Streetcare to put shields/filters 

onto the offending lights that were shining into people’s properties.  

 

01/02/2021 – No 15. To consider supporting the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill. 
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RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to support the bill. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 16. To consider responding to the National Association of Local Council’s online 

survey regarding Land Ownership. 

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to not respond to the survey based on the information that 

was available.  

 

01/02/2021 – No 17. To consider adopting the GDPR and Privacy Policy. 

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to adopt the policy. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 18. To receive updates from members on ongoing Parish issues: 

a) Update on Traffic Order Schedule from South Gloucestershire Council. 

b) Community Speed Watch. 

No update was given on the above items. 

 

c) Tormarton & West Littleton “Blackspots”. 

Cllr S Stevens has reported several dangerous parked cars. Cllr S Stevens also raised that the amount 

of litter by the Compass Inn was growing. Cllr S Stevens and Cllr S Reade would get together to 

discuss this. 

 

d) Tormarton Village Events Parking. 

No update was given on the above item. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 19. To receive an update from the following committees. 

a) Village Hall Committee  

Cllr K Pool has requested information on the trees that had been cut down. A strong message was 

sent from Cllr S Stevens to ensure that work like this didn’t happen again.  

 

b) Village Pond Committee  

Cllr J Wells provided an update. The drainage engineer would be attending next week to look at the 

issues with silt. 

 

c) Playing Field Committee 

Cllr N Davis provided an update. The new car park was waiting to be white lined. 

 

01/02/2021 – No 20. To confirm the meeting dates and times for 2021. 

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to hold the meetings at 7:30pm on the first Monday of every 

month. The next meeting would be 1st March 2021. 

 

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 21:29. 


