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The minutes of the Meeting of Tormarton Parish Council held on Monday 29th March 2021 at 19:45 

via a virtual meeting link. 

Councillors: Cllr Simon Stevens (Chairman), Cllr Katy Pool, Cllr P Gabb and Cllr Janet Wells. 

In Attendance: Jack Turner (Parish Clerk and RFO) and Cllr Stephen Reade (District Councillor). 

Absent: Cllr N Davis. 

Members of the Public: None 

 

29/03/2021 – No 1. To receive any questions from the members of public present. 

None received. 

 

29/03/2021 – No 2. To consider the apologies for absence and decide whether to accept them. 

No apologies were received. 

 

29/03/2021 – No 3. Declaration of Interest. 

The Chairman stated that any member having a disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be 

discussed should declare it during the meeting as specified in the Code of Conduct required by the 

Localism Act 2011 Section 27 and should leave the room while the matter was discussed. 

 

29/03/2021 – No 4. To consider any planning applications received. 

 

a) P21/01137/F - Land To The Rear Of 2 Hollyhock Cottages High Street Tormarton - Creation of 

new vehicular access. 

The Chairman invited each member to speak on this item. Serious concerns were made around the 

issues with parking as well as existing access from the other end of the land. Concerns were also 

raised over the impact on the surrounding area as well as concerns over the lack of consultee 

reports for the residents to view.  

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to object to the planning application, the objection is below 

which will be submitted to the planning portal. The objection will be lodged on the planning portal, a 

request for an extension will be emailed to South Gloucestershire Council planning and a email with 

images of the site will be forwarded to the planning team for inclusion with the comments made.  

 

P21/01137/F Access from Church Road to land behind 2 Hollyhock Cottages 

 

Tormarton Parish Council is strongly opposed to this application and recommends that it should be 

rejected for a number of reasons: 

 

Access 

The applicants have stated that “the previous owners of the site had access through third party land 

to the west although this is not available to the current owners” but the owners of both adjoining 

fields, Bennetts Barn and Glebe Farmhouse, have both indicated that they will allow agricultural 

access so the gateway is no longer required. There is access already from the road on the other end 

of the land.  

 

Impact on the surrounding area 

It is significant that the plans do not show the Cotswold Way National Trail that crosses this land nor 

the line of ancient chestnut trees that line Church Road but Planning Officer Steffan Thomas has 
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indicated that ‘their presence will constitute a material consideration in the determination of the 

application’. 

 

A photograph of Church Road would show the important character of this section of the village and 

the features which are important to its designation as a Conservation village. 

The planned gateway would entail a 6-metre realignment/change to the Cotswold stone wall and 

this will directly affect the view of the war memorial for walkers on the national trail and may well 

entail significant pruning two of the chestnut trees in the future. 

 

The application indicates that it allows ‘for a small field gate of 3 meters wide and for a length of 

surfaced access 5 meters in length to allow for vehicles to leave the highway’, it does not however 

mention that the land falls away significantly behind the current wall as it is the site of an old village 

quarry. It will therefore require a significant build-up of the land behind the wall to provide a 

suitable slope up to the road and will change the character of this section of the field. 

 

Safety 

Church Road is on the main route through the village but it is a narrow road which is regularly 

obstructed by parked cars on the side nearest to the church and in recent years it has been the site 

of several accidents. The Parish Council is already concerned about the affect of the parking and 

major speeding issues and therefore it would not be appropriate to add an additional hazard in this 

area. 

 

Green Space Designation 

The Parish Council has previously proposed this area for Green Space designation, this has not been 

taken forward by SGC because it has also been registered in the ‘Call for Sites’ but the Parish Council 

would oppose any development of this land and would reapply for Green Space designation on the 

grounds that ‘The proposed space is of particular local significance because: It is in the Tormarton 

Conservation Area and Cotswolds AONB. It is especially beautiful because it is bordered on the 

eastern, northern and western perimeters by mature trees and a line of a dozen or more broad leaf 

trees was planted on this site about 10 years ago. This area is bordered on three sides by well 

maintained Cotswold dry stone walls, which further enhance the aesthetic value of this setting. It 

provides very attractive views from an open space in the centre of the village. It is next to a Grade II 

listed building (Tormarton Court) and a nearby Grade I listed church. This space has significant 

recreational value since in addition to its intrinsic beauty it is regularly used by locals and National 

Trail walkers who value the tranquillity of this space whilst walking along the public footpath (The 

Cotswold Way, LTO/8) that bisects the area. A hollowed out area of approximately 10 metres in 

diameter is thought to have been the site of former quarry workings.  

 

Parishioners Consultation 

The Parish Council are deeply concerned and disappointed that our residents didn’t have the 

advantage of viewing the opinions of the statutory consultees, with their expert knowledge such as 

the Tree Officer and Highways Officer, when writing their responses to this planning application. We 

feel that residents may have been more informed if this information was on the portal and readily 

available to view, however this would not appear to be the case with this planning application. With 

this in mind, Tormarton Parish Council are requesting an extension to the deadline of Monday 29th 

March 2021 for thirty days, so that the consultee reports can be uploaded for our parishioners to 

look through and make informed comments on this planning application.  
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In conclusion, this application should be refused because there is no requirement for an additional 

access to this land and the associated destruction of key features on this main access in to the 

village. 

 

b) P21/00311/F - The Coach House, The Old Hundred Acton – Erection of porch and single storey 

front extension to provide additional living accommodation. 

RESOLVED: It was unanimously to raise no objection to this application but attention would be 

drawn to the 15cm gap, which would not give ample space for maintenance of the property. 

 

29/03/2021 – No 5. To note the date of the next meeting will be Thursday 8th April at 19:30. 

Noted. 

 

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 20:11. 


