TORMARTON PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Meeting of Tormarton Parish Council held on Monday 6" October 2025 at
18:30 at Tormarton Parish Hall.

Councillors: ClIr Katy Pool (Chair), Clir Sue Giles (Vice Chair), Cllr Janet Wells and ClIr Ranald Crook.
Ward Cllr Marilyn Palmer.

In Attendance:

Members of the Public: None

06/10/2025 - No 1. To receive any questions from members of public present — None present
06/10/2025 - No 2. To receive apologies for absence — ClIr Derry-Evans

06/10/2025 - No 3. Declaration of Interest — None declared

06/10/2025 - No 4. To approve the minutes of the Meeting of Tormarton Parish Council held on
Tuesday 26 August 2025 and to note any issues.

The minutes were unanimously approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
Resolved: All Agreed

06/10/2025 — No 5. To receive any reports from South Gloucestershire Council Councillors
Ward Councillor Palmer provided an update:
e South Gloucestershire Council held a reception for Eventer Harry Meade to celebrate his
achievement as the FEI Eventing World Number One on the 2" of October 2025.
e The M4 closure for works on the Badminton Road bridge will now be commencing on the
24" of October 2025 to 6am on Monday the 27" of October 2025. As this is the start of the
October half term, she has contacted National Highways and they have advised there will
staff deployed in hi-vis to help with any issues.
e She advised there was a further road traffic accident on the junction of Tog Hill and Gorse
Lane on the 6 of October, this follows several other serious accidents in the same location.
She advised she had contacted National Highways and as a result capital funding has been
secured for 2026.27 to improve this junction.

6/10/2025 — No 6. Assertion 10 — Website Accessibility and security requirements and Data
Protection and Freedom of Information Training.

The clerk gave an explanation of the amendments to the Joint Panel on Accountability and
Governance for assertion 10 and new requirements that will be assessed at the next audit.

She advised that having contacted the internet supplier, Vision ICT, it was confirmed that the
website does not meet the accessibility level required. The council agreed to fund an MOT of the
bjhwebsite that is available and will be preformed by Vision ICT to bring the website up to standard
WCAG 2.2 AA.

The website also requires an SSL certificate, which the clerk also recommended.

The councillors also agreed for the Chairman, Katy Pool, to undertake the Data Protection Course
and Freedom of Information course and for all other councillors to complete e-learning on these
subjects. The clerk agreed to book all the training for the council.

1
Tormarton Parish Council — 06/10/2025



TORMARTON PARISH COUNCIL

Resolved: All Agreed
The clerk advised she would prepare new policies that are also required and present them to the
council at the next meeting.

06/10/2025 — No 7. To consider any planning applications received

a) Pre-planning application for Badminton Estate (Manor Farm):

The parish council received a presentation regarding the proposed planning application for

Manor Farm on the 25 of September 2025. Councillors agreed:

1. Asthe plans are not yet finalised and to prevent inaccurate information being
communicated, the pre-approved plans should not be shared with residents.

2. When the plans are submitted to South Gloucestershire Council Planning Department
the parish council have agreed with the agent that they will do a presentation to the
residents. When this is undertaken the parish council will consider a table for residents
to note their initial comments to the parish council for inclusion in their response.

3. Ward Councillor Marilyn Palmer advised that comments on this application will be
received by the planning officer until the plans go to the committee.

4. Councillors Wells and Councillor Giles noted when the plans are received, the parish
council will need to pay attention to the safety of the pathway between the houses and
the use of the road by farm vehicles. Also noted that they will check that the pound will
remain in its former state as much as possible.

Resolved: All Agreed

b) No planning applications were received during the month.

c) It was noted two planning decisions were received P25/01799/TCA for the removal of two
sycamore trees, which was approved and P25/00392/F, approval was agreed to create an
annexe ancillary log cabin. The parish council never received the second application to
comment on. The clerk was asked to advise this to South Gloucestershire Council planning
officer, as there is a secondary application pending, which has also not been received.
Resolved: All Agreed

Councillor Crook asked if there had been any news on the planning application for the Major’s
Retreat Public House, Tormarton. It was confirmed that no application had yet been received.
Councillor Pool advised she would speak with the potential applicant and update the council next
month.

Resolved: All Agreed.

06/10/2025 — No 8. To receive the bank reconciliation, bank statements, income and expenditure
and monthly accounts to 30" September 2025.

Councillors approved the document contents and they were duly signed.

Resolved: All Agreed

Councillors approved the payments to be made.

Resolved: All Agreed

06/10/2025 — No 9. To receive updates from members on ongoing Parish issues.
Traffic and road issues within the parish
e The clerk confirmed that the VAR is not working as the technology is out of date. The clerk
has been in contact with the supplier and has now updated the device with the new files
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required and Councillor Giles will undertake the second part of the upgrade, which requires

it being linked to the VAR unit and will take one to two hours to upgrade. The clerk was

asked to remind South Gloucestershire Council to stop moving the device until the VAR is

updated, to prevent charges being made for the movement.

Resolved: All Agreed
Neighbourhood Plan
Clir Pool updated that following Chris Palmer’s communication to residents asking for more support
from Tormarton if the Neighbourhood Plan was to progress, only one resident from Tormarton is still
interested in pursuing this should there be sufficient interest. There is still support in West Littleton,
but a Neighbourhood Plan cannot progress without Tormarton active support. It was also noted that
there are no longer any grants available to support progress. The clerk confirmed the parish council
has a project fund of £2000 only, which is insufficient to complete a neighbourhood plan. She also
confirmed currently to raise funds, for this purpose the precept would need to be significantly
increased in 2026.27. Councillors agreed that Councillor Pool would inform Chris Palmer, the Chair of
the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group that the parish council recommend not progressing further
due to the lack of interest in the community and the parish council have insufficient funds to pay for
any activity.

Any items considered urgent as directed by the Chairman or Clerk — Nothing to note

Clerk’s update

e During the month Clir Wells reported a lost tile on the roof of the building next to the Tormarton Bus
Stop and also the ill repair of the pound Wall to Simon Dring Estate Manager Badminton Estate.

e Correspondence was received from the Football Club advising they wish to fly a club flag when they
have matches on — not the national flag. Councillors stated no objection to this.

Resolved: All Agreed

e The South Gloucestershire Your Voice meeting for councillors and residents is taking place on the 13t
of October at 6.30pm at Chipping Sodbury Town Hall.

e An enquiry was made regarding the overgrown tree covering the internet cable over the playground.
Openreach have advised no action will be taken whilst the cable is working correctly.

o The Village Hall Committee have confirmed there are fifteen jobs that need doing in the Village Hall,
one of which is the gira spiro and a workman will be contacted to complete all the fixes. The benches
and bins have been ordered.

e ClIr Rebecca Derry-Evans completed the New Councillor Training on the 25™ of September.

o The clerk advised upcoming training which the parish council agreed to fund: National Planning
Policy Framework — Councillor Pool, October 2025 and Essential Councillor Training — Councillor
Crook, January 2026.

Resolved: All Agreed

Councillor Giles advised she had attended the Police and Crime Commissioner presentation during
the month. Key points were:
e (Clare Moody has a five-point plan.
e They are actively recruiting, but are having trouble filling vacancies. They have recruited
eighty experienced officers and seventy new ones, that need training.
e Due to lack of resource, they have trouble covering the villages.
e She advised there was a lot of anti-social behaviour in Yate and Chipping Sodbury.
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e There is a significant amount of motorbike theft and a separate meeting will be held.
e She advised Councillor Derry-Evans had asked about the drones over West Littleton and links
to burglaries, but Ms Moody was not aware of this at her level.

06/10/2025 — No 10. To receive an update from the following committees.

a) Village Hall Committee: An update was advised from Councillor Giles: In addition to the fixes
noted by the clerk; Stewart Walters has completed a Food Hygiene document for South
Gloucestershire Council.

b) Village Pond Committee. — An update was delivered by Councillor Wells. The annual clear
up volunteer day is being organised. The committee are looking at various options to desilt
the pond. Ward Councillor Marilyn Palmer advised she felt that outside support should be
provided to assist with the de-silting and she would make further enquiries.

Resolved: All Agreed

c) Playing Field Committee. — Councillor Crook advised that the committee are looking into

cost of materials for the building work.

Councillor Giles informed the council the lock on the notice board on Norley Lane needs repairing
and Councillor Wells provided the padlock, to Councillor Giles to fit. Councillor Pool advised she will

be adding a magnet to the lock on the board at West Littleton as this is also broken.

06/10/2025 — No 11. To note that the date of the next meeting of Tormarton Parish Council will be
held on the 3" November 2025 at 6.30pm.

The meeting closed at 20:10

4
Tormarton Parish Council — 06/10/2025



